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were sometimes accompanied by translations of reports from Kalushkin,
the Russian Minister at the court of Nadir Shah, and of letters from Russian
commanders on the frontiers of Persia and Turkey. Further, the despatches
themselves, by describing the reactions of the Turkish and Russian Courts
to the reports which they received of the ebb and flow of Nadir's fortunes,
supplement the valuable accounts to be found in the pages of von Hammer-
Purgstall and Soloviev.1
In the correspondence between the Northern Department and the repre-
sentatives at St. Petersburg much space is devoted to the British trade with
Persia via Russia, and a large proportion of this space is taken up with the
Elton controversy and the difficulties of the Russia Company. There are,
for example, memoranda by Elton himself, copies of the accusations against
him by Bakunin, the Russian Consul at Resht, a hitherto unpublished letter
on the subject written by Jonas Hanway at Astrakhan in November, 1744,
and many other documents of interest. The material regarding this question
of the British transit trade with Persia is, in fact, so abundant that only a
relatively small proportion of it can be utilised in a work dealing primarily
with Nadir Shah. This subject of the British trade connection with Persia
via Russia is one which merits separate treatment.
II. THE RECORDS OF THE EAST INDIA COMPANY.
The archives of the East India Company at the India Office are a rich mine
of information respecting the period of Nadir Shah. Not only is much of
this information not to be found elsewhere, but the bulk of it has never been
utilised before. The most important of these records, insofar as the subject
of Nadir Shah is concerned, is the Gombroon Diary, wherein the Agent in
Council at Gombroon recorded the day-to-day activities and transactions of
the Company at that place, besides mentioning many events that occurred
elsewhere. Volumes IV (1728-1737), V (1737-1746) and VI (1746-1752) of
the Persia—Persian Gulf series of the India Office Records contain the portions
of the Diary that deal with the period under review. Volume XV of the same
series (covering the period 1729-1752) contains a large number of letters from
the Agent in Council at Gombroon and from the representatives of the
Company at Isfahan, Ba§ra, etc., which supplement the data contained in
the Diary and to some extent bridge the occasional gaps in that record. These
gaps were caused through certain portions of the Diary being lost when pirates
captured the vessels that were conveying these portions from Gombroon to
Bombay.2
Further data are to be found in the Bombay records of the Company,
but, as these are very voluminous and naturally relate mainly to Incua, it
is no easy matter to extract the relevant material. J. A. Saldanha, in his
Selections from State Papers (Calcutta, 1908), has drawn upon the Bombay
records to some extent, but his work, besides being very incomplete, is marred
1 See the separate notes regarding these two historians.
» The periods so affected are ayth July, 1738-1601 August, 1739 and 3ist July, 1744-iyth August
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